Documentation of Intra-articular Local Anaesthetic Joint Injections Audit
Descriptor: 
This audit assesses the documentation of the type, volume and dose of local anaesthetic (LA) and steroid or other agents used for image guided intra-articular joint injections.
Background: 
Patient safety is paramount in the care that we provide for patients. The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR) and National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) produced a modified radiological checklist which was initially introduced by World Health Organization (WHO) to encourage and maintain safety in patient centred care [1]. Furthermore, intra-articular joint injections are frequently performed with a combination of long-acting steroids and LA agents. Some questions have been raised regarding chondrotoxicity of certain LA agents and steroids which would result in accelerated degeneration of cartilage [2-7].
The Cycle
The standard: 
Clear documentation on the type, volume and concentration of LA agents used for intra-articular joint injections.
Target: 
100% of documentations include the type, volume and concentration of LA agents
Lidocaine avoided as a local anaesthetic agent for intra-articular joint injections
Assess local practice
Indicators: 
All patients who had LA agents intra-articular joint injections
Data items to be collected: 
1. Clear documentation of the use of LA agent
2. Name of LA agent used
3. Volume of LA agent used
4. Concentration of LA agent used
Suggested number: 
To be re-audited with the same time snapshot.
Suggestions for change if target not met: 
1. WHO patient safety checklist
2. Proformas for joint injections to encourage clear documentations
3. Departmental guidelines regarding the avoidance of selected LA agents and a reduction in concentration of suitable LA for intra-articular joint injections.
 
4. Use of a report macro with prompts for drug, concentration and volume.
Resources: 
1. Generate a list of patients who had joint injections from RIS
2. Data analysis within 3 hours
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