An audit benchmarking 30 day mortality following palliative chemotherapy for solid tumours.
Descriptor: 
A departmental audit of all adult patients receiving palliative systemic anti-cancer therapy (SACT) for solid tumours in a single month. Data for mortality at 30 days, 1 year and 18 months was collected.
Background: 
The 2008 National Confidential Enquiry into Patient Outcome and Death (NCEPOD) recommended regular audits of 30-day mortality for chemotherapy patients.
The Cycle
The standard: 
There remains no clear national benchmarking figure.
Target: 
Departmental audit to benchmark mortality following palliative SACT for solid tumours.
Assess local practice
Indicators: 
Short term mortality following treatment with palliative SACT in local department.
Data items to be collected: 
Mortality figures at 30 days, 12 months and 18 months.
Suggested number: 
All patients receiving treatment within one calendar month.
Suggestions for change if target not met: 
Re-audit, feedback to clinicians, identify trends/specific cancer sites
Resources: 
Data collected from electronic chemotherapy prescription system (ChemoCare®)and hospital electronic records.
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Editor's comments: 
We encourage centres to present mortality figures so that departments can put their short term mortality in context.
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